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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Bad-Loser Berlusconi(Il duco) with fellow fascist Mussolini
Italian PM Silvio Berlusconi recently lost to rival politician Romano Prodi, in Italy’s priministerial elections. The victory was by no means a landslide but it was an obvious win for Prodi, that is obvious to everyone but Mr Berlusconi, who demanded a re-count of several ballots. No changes were seen in the overall result after the recounts had finished i.e. Prodi was still the winner. True to his often demented and fascist nature, Il Duco, refused to cave-in to the building pressure to concede defeat in a gentlemanly manner, choosing defiance and some would say ignorance over common sense and decency...

“Whichever way the counts go, things do not change. We are facing a stalemate. There are neither winners nor losers” said Berlusconi, after the results of the recount were announced. Prodi has benefited from a ‘victors bonus’ piece of legislation which guess who...??yes Silvio Berlusconi, had passed through the subservient halls of Italian parliament with consummate ease. This ‘victors bonus’ turns the close result(between Prodi and Berlusconi in the polls) into a more powerful majority for the challenger and subsequent winner, Roman Prodi, who said this,

“It is time to put an end to this strange comedy and move ahead”...Well put Mr Prodi, though only the unnaturally optimistic could see this as the end of Berlusconi, that deluded fascist won’t go down without a fight.

Finally a chance to spread some light on the half of my blood/nature that I know only in patches as we head to the picturesque and notorious- for reasons other than natural beauty-Sicilian town of Corleone, where ,after starring on the Italian authorities’ wanted list for over 40 years, the capo di tutti I capi (boss of bosses),Don Bernardo Provenzano, was arrested last week Since 1992, Don Provenzano was enemy of the state numero uno due to his alleged involvement in the killing of two anti-mafia magistrates. The police caught him in a run-down farm on the outskirts of his home town, Corleone, after intercepting hand written messages which the Don  used to communicate with the outside world(his wife, business associates, racketeering contacts). He never used a mobile phone, land line or computer so as to maintain his clandestine but powerful rein with less chance of police tracking his movements and thoughts. 

Having already been sentenced to life imprisonment 6 times, there doesn’t seem much chance of the 73 year old Don enjoying any more of that lovely sounding capo di tutti I capi position and associated privileges. Known for his wise mind and old school approach to La Cosa Nostra’s traditions of honour, the Don has acquired two interesting nicknames during the course of his enterprising business interests, which are : “the accountant” and “the bulldozer”... Only the mafia could have an extremely successful bulldozer-like accountant,  And that is the second and last time I expect to see those two words together and with such a bond.

Though undoubtedly a major coup for the Italian authorities, the down side of this ‘success’ could be a fight to fill the power-base that has been vacated by Provenzano. This would be violent and fatal for many members of rival families.

 It is easy to assume that the films made in Hollywood, which focus on La Cosa Nostra, are exaggerated versions of an old way of life. This assumption is wrong. I can vouch for that myself, having spent some enjoyable time in the heart of Naples, in the company of Mafioso types(to be specific- I had tea with a lovely chap, who turned out to be the son of a former Don who was unfortunately gunned down in the late 80's). I remember the way people drove and the seldom glimpses of Police/authority in the suburbs, which seemed to be controlled by  the important looking people who stood ready for action on the street corners, at all hours of the day and night. That city never sleeps. The police , when I did see them, were in vast numbers, like 5-6 cars, so as to make sure they weren’t caught down a one way road and blown up. Explosions and especially car-bombings were commonplace as were reports of bribery from all through society top to bottom. There was a sense of Respect on the streets. Everyone knew their place. I didn’t feel uncomfortable at any juncture despite the blatant seediness-in a violent not kinky way- of the air and demeanor of the city itself..At one point, whilst we were walking down the road, late into the early hours of the morning, 3 men dressed crazily smart for the area and time startled upon us with greetings for my friend and kisses for me, which I accepted and returned graciously. To see three men dressed like gangsters who everyone smiles at and waves to, and then to be introduced with a flurry of formal but pleasantly understandable words of Italian, was intense and intriguing.. Who were these Suits???Later, I did ask my friend(I was staying at his house in Cassoria) about their identities but he just smiled...

The aim of that real story is to illustrate that the mafia and it’s traditions are far from dead.
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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Arctic sheets of the North Pole could vanish by 2100
As horrific as it sounds, there is real possibility that the heartless CEO’s of the major oil/gas corporations are hoping for global warming to continue as planned. The reasons for this have been outlined recently on the front pages of many papers and e-news sites: Estimates suggest that 25% of the planets oil/gad reserves lie hidden under the icy sheets of the Arctic pole. The Northern glacial wilderness has been warming at twice the rate which is seen over the rest of the planet. 

“Last September saw the lowest extent of sea ice cover for more than a century. Scientists say the temperature there could rise by a further 4c-7c by 2100, and the Arctic Ocean could be ice-free in summer by 2060" said this weeks Guardian.

So though global warming is Rightly considered an insidious,  inevitable man-made evil to most Life, it is obvious that to the companies who drain the Earth’s blood and breath, the rising temperatures and subsequent melting of the ice-sheets represent a lucrative opportunity and one which they must seal the Rights to before anyone else has the chance...Money to made. Vast amounts of money if the ‘25% of the world’s gas/oil reserves’ estimate is even 50% accurate. 

I would be naive to campaign for the outright protection of these untapped reservoirs of natural resources because that is like putting a great white shark in a swimming pool with a toddler, then expecting the confessed killing machine to leave the kid alone. Since capitalism began it’s grim take-over of the planet many years ago, Man has continued to rip the natural order of the Earth into shreds, gaining energy through the most damaging yet high yielding methods available, in the name of Progress..Technological Advance...Capitalism breeds selfishness and materialism, as well as pollution of an unprecedented scale in the history of the known universe. The major problem with this selfishness is a complete disregard for not only our fellow man but for future generations to come. If people don’t give a flying fuck about anyone but themselves, then what hope is there for the global consensus-which would be needed to even consider slowing down the terrible global warming process that our capitalist systems are directly responsible for- to become a reality? None, really. With countries like Australia, America and China refusing to bow down to justified pressure to adopt Kyto-type policies to reduce their obvious toxic attacks on the planet and its people, my own hopes remain forlorn. The worst polluter is allowed to pollute as much as he likes. Mr Bush and Mr Howard especially, need to be ‘disengaged’ from their positions of treachery(to the very natural powers which they sprung from) and political authority. While the Australian economy continues to gain strength and momentum the natives appear unaware/uncaring of their embarrassing status as ‘the worlds worst polluters’. Australian people are generally, head for head, the worst polluting humans on the planet. Yes more putrid suffocating waste in total, volume wise, comes from both America and pollution-rivals China, but still.... Take the total shitcloud created by the Aussies, then divide it by the number of neanderthals who live here, and you come up with a ‘per person’ pollution figure which makes anyone with a basic understanding of the pollution is bad theory, shudder with concern. Again I go back to this problem of selfishness. That general attitude of people, not specifically in Australia but the world over, seems to be ‘Why should I care?’...The amount of spanking new 4wd drive monsters I see roaring their guts out around the streets of inner city Melbourne, gives an idea of the problem. As does the tendency for a large majority of the drivers here to enjoy revving their engines ‘just for the sound’ when stationary. There seems to be a real lack of understanding/awareness of the Global issue of Human created accelerated global warming. An interesting programme on ABC recently explained the potential for seed oil as an alternative to petrol, as the main fuel to run an engine. Despite the vast areas of land, here in Australia, ripe for this particular oil producing seed(its name has left my mind for now..maybe rape seed oil???not sure)the government here is more interested in maintaining business partnerships with the oil/gas mercenaries. Governments sleeping with Oil company CEO’s is shamefully nothing new. 

Back in the good old days, the governments were people elected democratically by the people; the elected officials would be charged with putting the public’s interest before their own as individuals. Some where along the line of history- pretty much around the same time of the advent of the industrial revolution-the distinction between business leaders and government officials became blurred. We live in a society which is built on big business, the same big business which must be kept moving ahead- with the help of the government, at ALL COSTS. Privatisation of previous public sector industries such as health, transport and energy has been seen in the majority of Westernized nations over this last half century. The role of the government slowly becomes polarized as a middle man. Not responsible directly for the well being of it’s public, just responsible for controlling money systems and a few token public institutions like parks and fields and lifeguards....

Sami Salim Hamad, a student from the Palestinian owned but Israeli occupied West Bank, last week blew himself up in the heart of Tel-Aviv(Israel), right outside a busy restaurant. The blast killed nine people, who were either eating or passing by, and injured fifty(Mr Sami the human kamikaze was also destroyed, as the explosives were wrapped around his body). The Islamic Jihad claimed responsibility for the attack, which was the worst of it’s kind for two years. A Hamas (ruling Palestinian political party) spokesman said this, in response to news of the bombing,

“We think that this operation...is a direct result of the policy of occupation and the brutal aggression and siege committed against our people”.

While the Palestinian Authority chairman Mahmoud Abbas, who has the unenviable task of bridging the obvious chasm that lies between the newly forming Hamas-led Palestinian government and the comparably fresh Israeli political government headed by PM Ehud Olmert, asked the international community for help “to stop the grave deterioration the region is witnessing”. 
A spokesman for Mr Olmert, gave the impression that the Israeli sentiments are stuck on ‘revenge’ as opposed to the desired ‘people are blowing themselves up on our streets, why? Maybe because we occupy Palestinian land as if it were our own, so let’s address that problem rather than escalate the situation further into horror’, when he made this statement:

“This Palestinian Authority, which has clearly identified itself as a terrorist entity, has tried to instigate terrorist support more than the previous one did and we will act accordingly”

...And this is where the real obstruction to any semblance of Peace lies: The Palestinians will keep fighting back, in whatever way they can, against the Israeli occupation of their land, the tanks and soldiers on their streets and the suffocation that comes with living on a land which is run by people who despise you and who you despise with equal measure. Also, the Israeli government seems hellbent on labelling the whole Palestinian political crypt of power as a beehive of terrorists, constantly producing new bees to fly sting-raids of carnage and death into the Israeli air. Hamas didn’t accept responsibility for the bombing, but Mr Olmert spoke as if they were directly responsible. In no way whatsoever would I ever dare to justify the heinous murder of innocent civilians, though I can see and begin to understand why more cunning/devious methods are employed by the Palestinian resistance fighters who see their kamikaze attacks as ,at least, avenging the many Palestinian civilians who have died at the hands of Israeli soldiers. The Israeli army is modern, technologically advanced and massive. The Palestinians forces are scattered, clandestine and poorly armed BUT every individual member is ready to give their life to the cause of freeing their countrymen from the perceived evil but definitely real Israeli occupation...

Iran have announced that they have successfully enriched uranium for the first time in their blossoming nuclear adventures. They achieved this landmark using 164 centrifuges, more of which will be needed to make the jump to energy yielding nuclear power/weapons. President Ahminejad refuses to comply with the UN demand for ‘all enrichment activities to be halted’ mainly because he asserts that the nuclear research and development is solely for energy reasons, but also because why the fuck should he? While the US are creating new nuclear business partnerships with India, the Australians are doing the same with China.  The Israeli armed forces allegedly possess an unknown/undeclared stockpile of nukes. Interestingly, and alarmingly for anyone who has visited India, eight out of the twenty two new nuclear power stations being built in India, will be completely exempt from any international monitoring. This is common not secret knowledge, of which Ahminejad is more than aware. As natural resources continue to decline and governments are forced to seek higher yielding and less polluting methods of energy production, nuclear power is going to figure more and more prominently in the news. The US are in the process of re-invigorating their smaller sized nuke army, while the British have plans to make a step back towards Nuclear power stations in an effort to reduce the reliance on diminishing coal supplies. 

It is unfair and unjust for a handful of the world’s most powerful nations to have the authority to decide which countries are allowed to use an energy source which is a potential ally in the fight against global warming; nuclear power stations don’t produce pollution, though they do carry the threat of Chernobyl type disasters. 

Why does the UN security council trust India more than it does Iran? Yes, Iran has a dubious recent history inre: nuclear intentions, but so does India. The only rogue element in the Iranian Situation remains George Bush, who frankly, is capable of Anything. When you have a goofy, man-ape President, in command of one of the worlds most well-equipped and mobile fighting forces, who is apparently carrying out the work of a God who in the past has told him to invade Afghanistan and Iraq...well, put all those factors together and chuck in a volatile joker like Ahminejad; you’re left with a recipe for disaster on a global scale. 
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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The President of the US, ‘accompanied’ by US Secretary of Defence and Carnage
During the last month, six retired US generals have spoken to the press to indicate their strong desire to see Military Head-Honcho Donne”brasco”Rumsfeld, sacked. Their reasons for the backlash against the very top of the organization they recently deserted were all based around the alleged ‘gross incompetency’ shown by Rumsfeld in his approach to the command of the Iraq invasion/occupation. Despite this very public show of bad feeling, President Bush refuses to sack one of his most loyal troops. Rumsfeld has twice offered, in recent years, his resignation but on both occasions it was not accepted. For the incumbent demented Texan to sack Rumsfeld now, would be tantamount to admitting to the world that the invasion of Iraq was Fucked-up. This is something which wont happen. Truth is rarely as important as perception in Politics.

When I began this week’s news report I had a long list of ‘essential stories’ which I aimed to include as the backbone to my global scan of world events. However, having overstretched myself on the first 4 items on that list, I must discard the ‘Beijing air becoming most toxic in the world’, ‘Australian survives 35 days in the outback on diet of insects and snakes’ and ‘Colombian rats trained to detect land mines’ stories...Though I must mention that Iran have offered $US50m to the Palestinian Authority to help fill the gap in their accounts which has been created by Israel and some western countries withholding (previously monthly paid)land tax/aid payments. So much I could, and probably should, write about the potential of a Hamas/Tehran partnership. But I must stop because I have been attacked with the expected but unwanted news that my closest comrade is to soon become engaged to a woman whom I consider Devious, Psychotic and Obsessive. However I don’t wish to finish this tragically sour news report on a bad note...so lets marvel at the beauty of the lovable bear/hamster crossbreed, the Wombat.....
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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The inoffensive, peaceful, sleep-loving Wombat.
Author of the week goes to Henry David Thoreau...

A passage from Thoreau’s Where I lived and What I lived for
‘But I would say to my fellows, once for all, As long as possible live free and uncommitted. It makes but little difference whether you are committed to a farm or the county jail’

‘To be a philosopher is not merely to have subtle thoughts, nor even to found a school, but so to love wisdom as to live according to its dictates, a life of simplicity, independence, magnanimity, and trust. It is to solve some of the problems of life, not only theoretically, but practically. The success of great scholars and thinkers is commonly a courtier-like success, not kingly, not manly.’

